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2 The Macclesfield Academy

Established in 2011, The Macclesfield Academy is  
housed in modern, airy and bright buildings in the 
heart of Macclesfield, Cheshire. We are part of the 
vibrant Macclesfield Learning Zone campus.

With a roll of nearly 600 students across Years 7-11,  
The Macclesfield Academy is a welcoming and successful 
school where individuals are known and developed to 
reach their full potential. 

While we have a clear focus on academic excellence, we 
also offer a well-rounded school experience with multiple 
opportunities for our students to shine, whether in sports, 
the arts or playing a role in the wider community. 

Our aim is to shape successful and fulfilled young people, 
equipping them with not only first-rate qualifications 
but also the life skills, confidence and support to take 
whatever their next step might be. 

An education at The Macclesfield Academy is a launchpad  
to a myriad of further academic and career choices.

Welcome to our school
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At The Macclesfield Academy, we put 
learning at the very heart of everything 
we do. Our ultimate goal is to be 
recognised as an Outstanding school,  
and we are already meeting this 
potential by developing students’ 
knowledge, qualifications and character 
to be highly successful in the next 
chapter of their journey.

Learning Above All
Mr Mat Galvin – Headteacher
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We are a small school and that means your 
child will be known and valued. We have a 
clear aim to bring the very best out of every 
individual student. As a parent myself, I 
know how important this was to me when 
choosing a school for my children. 

Coupled with this nurturing environment 
and strong pastoral support, we pride 
ourselves on being relentlessly ambitious 
for all of our learners. The standards we  

set ourselves are unapologetically high.  
We expect and demand the very best  
from all members of our school community 
every single day. 

This prospectus is designed to shine a light 
on the very best our school has to offer.  
If you wish to see more please do come 
and visit us, every day is an open day at 
The Macclesfield Academy. 
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One of the huge benefits of being  
a smaller than average school is  
that we know every single student  
well, and how to draw out their very 
best in every discipline. From the 
moment they join us in Year 7,  
each student at The Macclesfield 
Academy has a clear Academic Plan, 
keeping their learning on track and 
ensuring they meet their potential.

Where every pupil  
meets their potential

Martha Noakes
Completed studies in 2019. Achieved 7 GCSEs at 
Grade 9, 2 at Grade 8 and an A* in Music. Now 
studying Chemistry at Durham University.
After The Macclesfield Academy I went on to do 3 A Levels 
in science subjects. In the future I hope to pursue a career 
in material science or politics.
The unique learning environment at The Macclesfield 
Academy prepared me for high academic achievement, 
gave me a strong work ethic and the ability to work 
independently. 
I felt very supported as an individual, and as part of  
The Macclesfield Academy family. 



7

The Macclesfield Academy has a strong 
and renewed focus on academic success 
and ensuring exam results are the best 
they can be. Most students make progress 
far beyond what was expected at the 
point they joined us. 

Success for one student could mean 
a clutch of Grade 8s and 9s at GCSE 
(something that happens frequently  
at The Macclesfield Academy). For a 
classmate it could mean strong passes 
gained through determination and the 
support of our excellent teaching staff. 

Many of our students continue onto 
A Levels and university, including 
to Oxbridge and Russell Group 
establishments, while others might  
select vocational college courses or  
high-quality apprenticeships. 

Our aim is to simply get the absolute 
best from every pupil, and we do that 
consistently, year after year. Meggie Bradley

Completed studies in 2019. Achieved 6 
GCSEs at Grade 9, 4 GCSEs at Grade 8 and 
an A* in Product Design. Now studying 
Law at Oxford University. 
The Macclesfield Academy helped me get great 
GCSEs, but school meant so much more for me. 
I was given the opportunity to try and do so 
many things. 
I did trampolining and gymnastics, and I sang 
in the school choir taking part in performances. 
As a Year 7 I won gold at the UK Mathematics 
Trust Junior Mathematics Challenge.
My time at The Macclesfield Academy gave me 
so many great experiences, and the confidence 
to go out and fulfil my dreams and ambitions. 
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Mr Dethick
English teacher at The Macclesfield Academy since opening.
The Macclesfield Academy has continually allowed me to flourish as 
a professional, from being a trainee teacher to becoming one of the 
longest serving members of staff. 
Every year at exam results time I love to see the happiness on the 
faces of the higher ability students who achieve great results, and 
other students who largely surpass their own expectations.
I have a particular affinity for our motto ‘Learning Above All’ – a good 
education is the passport for ‘ordinary’ girls and boys to realise their 
absolute potential in life. The Macclesfield Academy is the vehicle for 
that kind of revolutionary change in a child’s life. 
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Our dedicated and talented teachers are at the heart of The Macclesfield 
Academy’s drive for constantly improving academic success. They make every 
classroom experience count.

Teaching at The Macclesfield Academy  
is engaging and focused. Our teaching  
staff of 60 professionals combine huge 
experience and instinctively knowing  
what works, with fresh thinking and  
brand-new ideas. 

As teachers (and we include our senior 
leadership team who regularly teach in 
that number), we strive to keep learning 
ourselves. We are an outward-facing school 
that looks to bring the very best of what 
is available in the educational world to 
support our students’ learning and staff 
development, both inside the classroom 
and beyond. We pride ourselves on  
having a Research School ethos. 

A continued focus on providing the very 
best teaching is the bedrock of our drive  
to become an Outstanding school.

Experience, energy and ideas
– our brilliant teachers

Miss Mullins
Joined the school in September 2021 as a 
science teacher. 
Even though I’m new to the school it feels like I’ve 
been here far longer. The culture is supportive and 
everyone is pushing in the same direction. 
Having been a pupil at a small school myself, I 
understand the importance and value of smaller  
class sizes. It’s meant I have built strong relationships 
with pupils quickly. 
The school is positive and vibrant, and I look forward  
to coming in every single morning. 
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The arts are a prominent feature of The 
Macclesfield Academy. The school has 
a dedicated drama studio, staging and 
specialist classrooms and equipment for 
music and art. 

The Macclesfield Academy provides  
a learning and enrichment  
experience that continues outside  
of academic classrooms and 
laboratories, and after school hours.

Our energetic and successful PE department 
offer state-of-the-art gym and sports 
facilities, for use during PE lessons (up 
to GCSE level), and also a home for The 
Macclesfield Academy’s successful football, 
netball, rugby and cross country teams. 

Being the best we can be
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Over many years we have staged numerous 
concerts, plays and shows with our young 
actors, artists and musicians showcasing 
their talent. We have school bands, choirs  
and ensembles plus an annual large-scale 
production (along with a staff pantomime!) 

At The Macclesfield Academy we support 
our students to be the very best they  
can be, in all parts of the curriculum,  
and beyond. 
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The Macclesfield Academy offers an 
outstanding enrichment programme, giving 
our young people the opportunity to develop 
skills that last a lifetime. 

Our students regularly engage in activities designed 
to offer new experiences, forge links with the local 
community and support their learning. It is an  
opportunity to try new things or even experience  
aspects of working life.

As an outward-facing Academy, we actively build  
links with local schools and community groups.  
We host competitions for primary partners, students  
act as leaders for sports events and host debating 
events in partnership with local charities.

Our ‘day out’ school trips and longer residential stays  
are legendary, and designed to not only encourage  
challenge and teamwork, but also to be really,  
really good fun too! 

In recent years The Macclesfield Academy has taken 
parties to high ropes courses, adventure trails and 
bushcraft experiences, and overseas to France,  
Spain, Costa Rica and India. We are confirmed to  
visit Thailand and Iceland in the coming years. 

Our approach is about the whole student, and we 
aim to support all of our young people to become 
confident, resilient and well-rounded individuals  
during their time with us. 

Outstanding 
opportunities



13



14 The Macclesfield Academy

We look out for each other 

The Macclesfield Academy cares.  
We want the best experience for  
all of our students, in every aspect  
of their school life (and outside  
the school gates too).

Throughout the school community,  
support is on offer. Any issues are 
recognised and addressed through our 
dedicated pastoral and school leadership 
teams. For more specialist support  
we have a talented team of specialist  
SEND professionals working closely with  
teaching staff. 

Students themselves take on roles of 
responsibility and leadership, as mentors 
to other younger students, taking part in 
literacy programmes or as members of the 
student leadership team in Years 10 and 11. 
The selection process to become Deputy 
Head and Head Boy and Girl is always 
highly competitive, with all applicants 
taking on wider responsibility in the school. 

Parents are a vital part of The Macclesfield 
Academy community too. We maintain 
excellent links with parents and guardians, 
and work in partnership to ensure that the 
wellbeing of students is at front and centre 
of their school experience. 
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Lizzie Bradley
Parent of Meggie,  
pupil 2015-2019
Going to a small school 
enabled my daughter  
Meggie to thrive and grow. 
It gave her more confidence 
because her teachers really  
got to know her through strong relationships.
She was given a good grounding in subjects  
she then went on to study, and she was 
encouraged by the awards evenings and 
rewards. We were so happy when in her  
last year she became Deputy Head Girl.
Meggie was quiet when she arrived at The 
Macclesfield Academy. Going to a smaller 
school gave her a voice. 



See why we’re different
Please come and take a look at our brilliant, 
unique school for yourself, and see exactly 
why it stands apart from others. 

Prospective parents are welcome to make 
an appointment to come and visit us on any 
day of the school year. Every day is an open 
day at The Macclesfield Academy. 

Contact us

01625 917377
info@macclesfieldacademy.org
www.macclesfieldacademy.org

The Macclesfield Academy,  
Park Lane, Macclesfield SK11 8JR


