
 

 

Rationale 

The academy is of the belief that assessment is an important diagnostic tool that allows staff to better shape 

each student’s experience of their curriculum.  We are determined that assessment should result in adaptive 

teacher practice, improved retrieval of students’ knowledge storied in long-term memory, reduce exam 

anxiety, monitor students’ progress through the curriculum, and ultimately support students in achieving 

the best possible outcomes. 

Assessment will take place routinely across the academy in a variety of ways, each explained below.  The 

primary focus of each assessment will be to identify skill gaps, and monitor both progression through the 

curriculum and the students’ ability to recall information stored in long-term memory.  This change in 

emphasis away from definitive grading and onto the curriculum has resulted in a change to the way we 

report to both parents and governors, both explained below. 

Baseline assessments 

Year 7 will complete baseline assessments that will give more information to teachers and school leaders in 

terms of entry points, and prior knowledge for each subject area.  For the year 2021-22, this will also include 

Y8, as they are missing Y6 SATs data. 

On-going assessments 

To assess student’s progress through the curriculum, and retrieval of knowledge stored in long term 

memory, a number of ‘medium-stakes’ assessments will be used.  Whilst different subjects may choose to 

assess more frequently, assessments leading to reporting for school leaders/governors/parents will be 

completed twice per year throughout Key Stage 3.   

In Key Stage 4, assessments will follow, where possible, GCSE/BTEC examinations or non-examined 

assessments.  The purpose of these assessments is identical to Key Stage 3 (adaptive practice. Long term 

retrieval & identifying knowledge gaps), but for the first-time assessments will be used to calculate current 

grades and predicted grades.  These will be reported to Subject Leaders, school leaders, Governors, and 

parents. 

Low-Stakes Quizzing / Deep Marking Tasks / Retrieval Homeworks 

Throughout all year groups, students will be assessed routinely at department/teacher discretion, through 

low-stakes quizzes, retrieval homeworks and deep-marking tasks.  These will not be reported to 

parents/governors/school leaders but will form the bedrock of continuous assessment for learning within 

the classroom, and the teacher’s adaptive practice. 

 

 

 

 

Assessment & Reporting 
 



Reporting to Parents 

In Key Stage 3 reporting will move away from summative grading/indicators and move towards involving 

parents in their child’s curriculum journey.  Parents will receive a short summary of their child’s assessment; 

this will include an area of strength and an area to developed.   

In Key Stage 4 reporting will continue to follow the Key Stage 3 model, but also contain both current and 

predicted grades. 

Further details on reporting can be found in our Guide on Reporting to Parents. 


