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ESK The Essential Skills and Knowledge 

for this unit are: 

Anti-social Behaviour 
Tone of voice The emotion of your voice. For example, 'frustrated’. 

 
Volume of 
voice 

How loud or quiet your voice is. 
 

Pace of voice The speed of your speech. 
 

Pitch of voice The level of your voice. For example, 'high' or 'low'. 
 

Facial 
expressions 

Using your face to convey emotions, develop a story and to 
communicate the feelings and thoughts of the character to the 
audience. For example, using a happy facial expression. 
 

Movements How you use your body to communicate a character, a feeling or an 
idea. For example, walking threateningly towards another character. 

Body 
Language 

Communicating your emotion through your body. For example, 
standing tall with your shoulders back and chin up would indicate 
confidence or pride. 
 

Levels Using different ‘heights’ to communicate relationships between 
characters. For example, power, status or authority. 
 

Subtext The subtext is what is going on beneath the words.  

Context The background to a text is called its context. 

 

Physical theatre It is story telling through physical movement. 
 

Canon movements This technique requires actors to take it in turns to perform a 
movement that is then identically copied and performed by 
others. 

Unison 
movements 

This technique requires actors to move at the same time as each 
other. 

 

Devising Working together as a group to create a performance from 
scratch. You decide the lines for each character. 
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  ESK The Essential Skills and Knowledge 

for this unit are: 

Drunk Driving 

Drunk driving Drunk driving is a criminal offense and refers to the act of 
operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol to 
the extent it impairs the physical and mental abilities of the 
driver. 

Devising Working together as a group to create a performance from 
scratch. You decide the lines for each character. 
 

Movements How you use your body to communicate a character, a feeling 
or an idea. For example, dancing. 
 

Facial expressions Using your face to convey emotions, develop a story and to 
communicate the feelings and thoughts of the character to the 
audience. For example, using a happy facial expression. 
 

Voice Tone: The emotion of your voice. For example, enjoyment. 
Volume: How loud or quiet your voice is. 
Pace: The speed of your dialogue. 
Pitch: The level of your voice. For example, 'high' or 'low'. 
 

Dramatic tension Dramatic tension is how you keep an audience hooked to the 
story of your play.  

Pauses  A pause on stage is where the characters are not speaking. 
Pauses can be used to heighten the tension in the 
performance. 

Levels Using different ‘heights’ to communicate relationships between 
characters. For example, power, status or authority. 

Stage Space Stage space is where the action is presented. For example, 
Stage Right, Stage Left, Centre Stage. 
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  ESK The Essential Skills and Knowledge 

for this unit are: 

Film Scripts 

Voice Tone: The emotion of your voice. For example, enjoyment. 
Volume: How loud or quiet your voice is. 
Pace: The speed of your dialogue. 
Pitch: The level of your voice. For example, 'high' or 'low'. 

Facial 
expressions 

Using your face to convey emotions and to communicate the 
feelings and thoughts of the character to the audience. 

Movements How you use your body to communicate a character, a feeling or an 
idea.  

Gesture An action you do with your hands as a signal, to express an idea of 
communicate meaning. For example, a wave, a click, thumbs up, 
pointing, etc. 

Body Language Communicating your emotion through your body. For example, 
standing tall with your shoulders back and chin up would indicate 
confidence or pride. 

Gait  The way in which your character walks.  

Proxemics  The distance between characters in the space to communicate the 
relationship - also consider their positioning towards each other. For 
example, facing each other, one person facing away, back to back. 

Levels Using different ‘heights’ to communicate relationships between 
characters. For example, power, status, authority. 

Subtext The subtext is what is going on beneath the words.  

Context The background to a text is called its context. 

 

Theatre stage: 

Proscenium arch  
(end on) 

 

A stage where the audience sits on 
one side only is called a proscenium 
arch stage (you might know this as 
end-on staging). The audience faces 
one side of the stage directly, and 
normally sits at a lower height. 

Theatre stage: 

 

Traverse  

A traverse stage has a long central 
acting area and the audience sits on 
the two sides; on either side of the 
stage facing each other.  

Theatre stage: 

 

In the round 

  

An in-the-round stage, the audience 
are positioned around the whole 
stage. This type of stage creates 
quite an intimate atmosphere, and is 
good for drama that needs audience 
involvement. 
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ESK The Essential Skills and Knowledge 

for this unit are: 

Missing Person 
Climax/tension The climax is the highest point of tension in the performance. 

Pauses A pause on stage is where the characters are not speaking. 
Pauses can be used to heighten the tension in the 
performance. 

Proxemics The distance between characters in the space to communicate 
the relationship - also consider their positioning towards each 
other. For example, facing each other, one person facing away, 
back to back. 

Levels Using different ‘heights’ to communicate relationships between 
characters. For example, power, status, authority. 

Voice Tone: The emotion of your voice. For example, enjoyment. 
Volume: How loud or quiet your voice is. 
Pace: The speed of your dialogue. 
Pitch: The level of your voice. For example, 'high' or 'low'. 

Facial expressions Using your face to convey emotions and to communicate the 
feelings and thoughts of the character to the audience. 

Movements How you use your body to communicate a character, a feeling 
or an idea.  

Flashback A flashback presenting events that happened prior to the 
current action taking place. 
 

Courtroom drama Focuses on narratives regarding legal practice and the justice 
system. 

Formal language Formal language is used when we are communicating with 
people we don’t know very well and want to impress or show 
respect to. 

Body Language Communicating your emotion through your body. For example, 
standing tall with your shoulders back and chin up would indicate 
confidence or pride. 
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ESK The Essential Skills and Knowledge 

for this unit are: 

Soap Opera 
Soap Opera A series of television programmes about the lives and problems 

of a particular group of characters. 

Social issues A social issue is a problem that reduces the quality of life of 
people. For example, debt, addiction. 

Melodrama A sensational dramatic piece with exaggerated characters and 
exciting events intended to appeal to the emotions. 

Cliff hangers An ending that leaves the audience in suspense. 
 

Cross-cutting Cross-cutting is a technique to move between two or more 
scenes staged in the space at the same time. 

Stereotypical 
characters 

A stereotyped character is a person who is strongly 
characterised by membership to a recognizable group. For 
example, the hero. 

Atmospheric 
music 

To highlight the tension in the performance. 

Montage A montage is a series of short self-contained scenes grouped 
immediately after each other whose juxtaposition or contrast 
highlights the important issues. 

Proxemics  The distance between characters in the space to communicate the 
relationship. 

Levels Using different ‘heights’ to communicate relationships between 
characters. Power, status, authority etc. 

 

Voice Tone: The emotion of your voice. For example, enjoyment. 
Volume: How loud or quiet your voice is. 
Pace: The speed of your dialogue. 
Pitch: The level of your voice. For example, 'high' or 'low'. 
 

Facial expressions Using your face to convey emotions. 
Movements How you use your body to communicate a character, a feeling or 

an idea.  

Gesture An action you do with your hands as a signal, to express an idea of 
communicate meaning. For example, a wave, a click, thumbs up, 
pointing, etc. 

Body Language Communicating your emotion through your body. For example, 
standing tall with your shoulders back and chin up would indicate 
confidence or pride etc. 

Gait  The way in which your character walks.  
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 ESK The Essential Skills and Knowledge 

for this unit are: 

Murder Mystery 

Voice Tone: The emotion of your voice. For example, enjoyment. 
Volume: How loud or quiet your voice is. 
Pace: The speed of your dialogue. 
Pitch: The level of your voice. For example, 'high' or 'low'. 

Facial expressions Using your face to convey emotions and to communicate the feelings 
and thoughts of the character. 

Movements How you use your body to communicate a character, a feeling or an 
idea. For example, walking threateningly towards another character. 

Gesture An action you do with your hands as a signal, to express an idea of 
communicating meaning. For example, a wave, a click, thumbs up, 
pointing, etc. 

Body Language Communicating your emotion through your body. For example, standing 
tall with your shoulders back and chin up would indicate confidence or 
pride. 

Gait  The way in which your character walks.  

Proxemics  The distance between characters in the space to communicate the 
relationship. 

Levels Using different ‘heights’ to communicate relationships between 
characters.  

Climax/tension The climax is the highest point of tension in the performance. 

Pauses A pause on stage is where the characters are not speaking. Pauses 
can be used to heighten the tension in the performance. 

 

Theatre stage: 

Proscenium arch  
(end on) 

 

A stage where the audience sits on 
one side only is called a proscenium 
arch stage (you might know this as 
end-on staging). The audience faces 
one side of the stage directly, and 
normally sits at a lower height. 

Theatre stage: 

 

Traverse 
 

A traverse stage has a long central 
acting area and the audience sits on 
the two sides; on either side of the 
stage facing each other.  

Theatre 
stage: 

 

In the round  

An in-the-round stage is positioned 
at the centre of the audience - ie the 
audience is around the whole stage. 
This type of stage creates quite an 
intimate atmosphere, and is good for 
drama that needs audience 
involvement. 


