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Dear Parent,        12th January 2023  
 
Re: Multi Academy Trust Consultation 
 
We are writing to you regarding our Academy joining a medium sized family of schools, also 
known as a Multi Academy Trust. We as leaders and governors, feel it would be beneficial 
for the school’s continued and sustainable improvement. The following information hopefully 
gives you as a parent an understanding of our rationale and potential next steps.  
 
The Macclesfield Academy Governing Body has been keeping abreast of the national 
landscape in relation to Multi Academy Trust and the Department for Education’s (DfE) 
ambition for all schools to be part of a ‘strong’ MAT by 2030.  
 
A MAT is a form of organisation with several schools working closely together as one legal 
entity. Currently The Macclesfield Academy is classed as a SAT (Single Academy Trust) 
which many see as being nationally phased out over time as the current status does not 
allow us to access the benefits of working together with other schools on a formal basis. As 
a consequence, Governors have researched, reviewed and carefully considered the pros 
and cons for The Macclesfield Academy being part of a family of schools and met with a 
number of CEOs from possible Trust partners.    
 
From the outset The Macclesfield Academy Governing Body has been clear that we will only 
join a Trust whose values fully align with our ethos and culture. Furthermore, Governors 
were clear that their decision would be based on providing our pupils and staff with the very 
best opportunities.  
 
We want to be part of a strong and sustainable group of schools so that we are well-placed 
to meet the challenges we will face over the coming years and ensure we have the right 
support to continue to serve our school community in the most effective way.  
 
In terms of a national landscape within which we operate, the elements which remain of the 
School’s Bill firmly reference the responsibility of a Trust to ensure pupils’ outcomes and 
experiences are maintained and where possible further improved. We want to be able to 
influence the strategic direction of the MAT we join to make sure The Macclesfield Academy 
pupils excel and we retain influence and a degree of autonomy, hence favouring a medium 
sized family of schools over a much larger Trust.  
 
The Governing Body has found a Trust that they believe will achieve the vision set above. 
This is the Sir John Brunner Foundation, which comprises of Sir John Deane’s Sixth Form 
College, Middlewich High School and The County High School, Leftwich. Despite a 
proposed  change  in  legal  status, The Macclesfield Academy will maintain  its  unique  
identity, name, ethos,  curriculum  and  school  uniform, as is  the  case  of  the  other 
schools in the Trust.  
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Our staff and governors are as focussed as ever to ensure The Macclesfield Academy's 
future success; in fact, continually improving the quality of education here is one of the main 
reasons for this MAT proposal. The final decision to convert to a MAT will be taken by the 
Governing Body and will be based on the best interests of students, staff and the wider 
community. As part of the decision-making process, the Governing Body is committed to 
consulting with stakeholders so that their views are taken into account in reaching a final 
decision. 
 
The consultation period will begin on Monday 16th January until noon on Wednesday 8th 
February. We encourage you to present your support, views, questions and concerns. All 
submissions received by Wednesday 8th February be considered at a meeting of our 
Governing Body.   
 
Please submit your views either: 
 

• By e-mail to the Clerk of governors: gemmalouisereeves78@gmail.com  

• In writing to:  Clerk to Governors, Gemma Reeves, The Macclesfield Academy, Park 
Lane, Macclesfield, SK11 8JR  

• At our Stakeholder Information Evening: Wednesday 18th January. 5pm-6pm in the 
Conference Room  

 
What happens next? 
 
Further information is available via the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) document 
attached. You are encouraged to send your support, questions, concerns, and opinions via 
the methods detailed above.   
 
We will publish your views and responses as appropriate on our website and consider them 
as a Full Governing Body before a final decision is reached.   
 
The deadline for you to present your support, views, questions and concerns is noon on 
Wednesday 8th February 
 
Following consultation, the Governing Body will meet to consider all of the information.  
Once a decision has been reached, we will contact you again to let you know of the 
outcome. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mat Galvin  
Headteacher 
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